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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to my son, who
I love with all my heart. I will always pray

for you and root for you. Thank you for giving
me your permission to publish this book.
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INTRODUCTION

I am blown away by the Father’s Heart! It wasn’t
always so. 

Although no one would have classified me as a
prodigal because I went to church faithfully, served in
the children’s ministry, and even led a women’s small
group...I was dead inside. I had never experienced my
heavenly Father’s love and I knew it. I occasionally
talked to God, but felt my prayers always hit the
ceiling. My walk with Him was chaotic and heart-
wrenching. For me, I truly encountered the Father
when I was finally willing to deal with my total disap-
pointment and disillusionment with God. 

I screamed one day at two ladies who were praying
with me, “What difference does it make if God loves
me? I want people to love me” 

I’m in tears as I write this. I am remembering this
precious moment as I was sitting in the living room of
the home of one of these dear women. Everything was
about to change. Over the next few weeks I began to
encounter the Father’s heart and His absolute all-
encompassing love for me. I was wrecked. His love
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was so much more than I could have ever imagined. 
 I still struggle with wanting the approval of others, 
but I am a work in progress. Psalm 63:3 says, “Because
Your lovingkindness is better than life, my lips will
praise You.” This is now real to me.

So when my son told me he no longer believed in
God, I was crushed. I went through all the normal
responses that a mom would go through...what did I
do wrong? How could this happen? God, didn’t I
thank You over and over for my children following You
in spite of the mistakes I made? I deserve this? 

I had no right to expect God to protect my
children, especially my oldest one who suffered the
most from my problems. All of these things rushed 
through my mind, but God has shown me He has not
abandoned my son, and this happened for a reason.
God is never surprised or at a loss. He is always in
control. The Lord has taught me so much on this
journey of faith.  

Because my son lives so far away, I prayed and
hoped spiritual detachment was a short phase. I didn’t
see or even talk to him very often, so at times my heart
would be overwhelmed with grief and sorrow. 
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Three years ago, our pastor preached a sermon series
on prayer, using Mark Batterson’s book, Draw the
Circle. Prayer came alive to me in ways it hadn’t
before. I started to understand why it is so important
for us to pray and how much prayer can accomplish. 

In our culture, we want to be in control; we want
to fix what is broken. It’s hard for us to not be able to
change what we have no control over. It’s difficult to
give everything completely over to God. But when
your loved one decides to walk away from what they
believed, there is very little we can do to change
them. It is their decision. Only God can transform a
heart. We can continue to love and accept them for
who they are, but as far as convincing them to come
back to their heavenly Father, we can’t do it...only
God can. 

So I began a journey of prayer and listening to the
Lord. As I was reading through Mark Batterson’s book,
I read about a women who had started a 40-day
prayer challenge with other moms who also had
prodigal children. God impressed on me to begin a
similar group. It wouldn’t be exactly the same, but its
main focus would be prayer. So I formed a group of
12 women who would commit to praying for each
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other’s children for a period of 40 days. I would write
a daily devotional and send it out by email. At the end
of the 40 days, we decided to keep the group going,
believing God for answers if we would continue 
praying and not give up. 

Last summer, we did another 40-day Prayer
Challenge and the devotions I wrote for the group
have now become this book. We have seen many
miraculous answers to prayer and two daughters and
one son completely return to the Lord. For this we give
Him praise! 

We have added several more people to the group
and continue to grow, for which we are thankful! And
now, being able to share these devotionals, many
more individuals will hear about the importance of
prayer and the Father’s love for our dear prodigals.

My desire for you as you join me on this journey is
that you will be encouraged. You will see the Father’s
heart—that your faith will grow and you will commit
to praying for as long as it takes. I believe  you will see
answers to your prayers and find hope. I pray you will
hear from the Father and know how much He loves
your prodigal and you will be renewed to walk with
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Him every step of the way.

In everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to

God. And the peace of God, which transcends
our understanding, will guard our hearts

and minds in Christ Jesus.
– Philippians 4:6

 
As we begin, it is important that we are united in our
purpose and commitment to praying for our prodigals.
Each one has a different story, but each story is close
to God’s heart.

We are embroiled in a war. The enemy has plans
and strategies. So it only makes sense that we also
have plans and strategies. But how do we know what
to do? We  go to the Lord. We listen to the Holy Spirit.
We read the Word. We share with each other. God
has a word for each one of us. 

He has a unique plan for you: 
 
      • Ask Him for specific verses  
      • Put on your armor for protection and     

   engagement 
     • Use your weapons of praise and the Word
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   • Learn the value of fasting
    • Be persistent
     • Stay in close communion with the Lord
     • Ask God for direction
     • Ask Him for something new and fresh
     • Don’t give in to discouragement 
     • Wait with expectation
     • Ask God for wisdom
   • Pray persistently
 

My heavenly Father has been very good to me. He
has given me many promises for my son. I haven’t
seen them all become reality yet, but if God has said
it, it will happen. Every day, I tell the Lord I trust Him
with this. In turn, He gives me peace. I sometimes fret
over  things, but not so much about my son. God has
got this! Thankfully, He is in control.
 

– Lynn Holzinger
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Prayer Challenge – Day 1
  

IN THE SILENCE
When he came to his senses...

– Luke 15:17

Have you ever thought about how or what made
the prodigal son finally come to his senses? We know
his circumstances changed. Once he was embracing 
a lavish lifestyle full of pleasure and wild living, but
then his money ran out. There was a famine in the
land and he began to find himself in need (Luke
15:14). So, he took a job feeding pigs. 

Here he was all alone with the swine. His friends
were gone and he had nothing to distract him. He was
hungry—and that’s when it happened. He had a
realization; God opened his eyes and he saw things for
what they really were. 

Is it possible this occurred because of the silence?
He finally had time to think. As long as he had
distractions and comforts, he didn’t realize he was
missing anything. He thought he had it all! Life was
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good—and now everything had changed. In his
solitude, he had time to think, time to reflect and see
what his life had become. 

We all want our children to have happy and fulfilling
lives, but have you ever stopped to think that as long
as our wayward child’s life is good, they may not see
their need for God? They will not have a reason to
change anything? Don’t we want, most of all, for them
to come to their senses? To have a sudden awakening?
This often happens when God removes those
distractions; those things they turn to for satisfaction.
They are then left alone and in silence. They are in a
position to hear God speak and see what He wants
them to see...that life apart from Him is meaningless. 

We most likely will struggle to pray that our loved
one has to go as low as the Prodigal Son did before
having a turnaround. But we need to ask God to
intervene—to remove the noise, strip away the
excuses and lies they use to drown out His voice. 

We must let God decide what this means for our
prodigals. Pray that the Lord puts them in a position
which enables them to hear His voice saying, “This is
the way, walk in it” (Isaiah 30:21)—and that these
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words that are living and active will pierce their souls
and hit the mark. May our prodigals be startled with 
this realization and wake up!

I often talk to my heavenly Father while listening to
music...songs that lead me into the presence of God;
lyrics that have a message of hope and give me words
to pray for our prodigals. One such example is Awake
My Soul  by Chris Tomlin. I may use it for myself as the
song intends, or I may take some of the words and use
them to intercede for others. As we sing along, we  can
ask God to touch the hearts of our prodigals; to
breathe on them so they come alive; to resurrect their
bones and for them to say, “I’m nothing without You,
You’re the only One who satisfies my soul.”
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Prayer Challenge – Day 2

GOD’S PLANS
 

“For I know the plans I have for you,”
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future. Then you will call upon me and
come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.

You will seek me and find me when you seek me
with all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares
the Lord, “and will bring you back from captivity. I

will gather you from all the nations and places
where I have banished you,” declares the

Lord, “and will bring you back to the place
from which I carried you into exile.”

– Jeremiah 29:11-14

The first time I heard these verses was right after the
birth of my second son. I was in the throes of
depression. It was not really my habit to read the Bible
but this day I was. I didn’t understand what was
happening to me and I guess I was looking for an
answer. I was raised in the church and had attended
Bible College, but to my knowledge, I had never heard
these verses before. But suddenly, they jumped out at
me. 
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Over the next 20 years, I heard verse 11 often. I
can’t say I really believed it, but there was a tiny
glimmer of hope that He had given this passage to me.
I look back now and know for sure this was true. But
He also gave me verses 12-14! 

I kind of stopped half way through verse 14 where
God tells us, “and will bring you back from captivity.”
I wasn’t sure how the rest applied. 

The Jews of that day had been disobedient to the
Lord. They did not follow Him and they ended up in
captivity...much like our wayward children. Those
verses are as true today for our prodigals as they were
for me when I first heard them and as they were for
the Jews back when they were prophesied by
Jeremiah.  

I thank God that He knows the plans He has for
our children and that His plans are good. I trust that
our prodigals will be convicted and call out and pray
to Him. I know He will hear their cries because He
says He will. I pray they will seek God with all their
heart because they will find Him. He promises, “I will
be found by you. I will bring you back from captivity.” 

This is what He did for me and this is what He will
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do for our prodigals.
You may be thinking, “I don’t see how my child

will seek God,” but never underestimate our great
Creator. He is doing things in the heavenlies that we
can’t see. Our God can do anything and nothing is
impossible with Him. 

Right now, He is working and drawing our
prodigals back into the fold. Our prayers are being
heard. The plans God has are good...they are to
prosper them and not to harm them! So keep seeking
Him and never stop praying!
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Prayer Challenge – Day 3

RESTORED BY GOD 

He prays to God and finds favor with
him, he sees God’s face and shouts for joy; he

is restored by God to His righteous state.
– Job 33:26

Is this verse the way you see your prodigal? If not,
try to picture it in your mind’s eye. It is important for
us to see the end result and pray into it—to speak it
back to the Lord and thank Him for His promise of
restoration. 

I believe our loving heavenly Father wants to
restore each and every one of our prodigals and now
is the time to pray without ceasing! Listen to what
Jennifer LeClaire, Senior Editor of Charisma Magazine,
and author of many books, writes:

This morning on our prayer line we were
praying for the lost and a word of knowledge
came forth about prodigal sons coming home.
I’ve received a number of emails this morning
from women on the call who said that word
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was for them. If you have a prodigal in your life,
let’s stand in agreement this morning that they
are coming home to Jesus. The prodigals are on
God’s heart and on mine.

This isn’t the first time I have heard this sentiment.
It is going to take us standing in agreement and
declaring whatever promises God gives us; speaking
them aloud. Ask God for specific promises. He will
give them to you if you are listening. 

Praise God!

Here is what I see for my son. I picture the day when
he (you can insert your prodigal’s name):

• shouts out Your name from the rootop and 
    proclaims that he is Yours
• sees all the good You have done for him
• knows You are the One who brought him to

his knees
• lifts his hands to You because You set him free
• truly sees You and the beauty of Your worth
• knows that Your perfect grace has brought him

to this place

(Taken from the song Rooftops  by Jesus Culture)
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